helpful influence on human and animal health. He has also made significant contributions in cryopreservation of parasites that remain infective, novel animal models for experimental parasitology studies, immunology, pathogenesis, and parasite recovery from tissues as well as in other fields of parasitology.
Bill's Society service probably has been most relished by those individuals and organizations that he helped. Even in ''retirement,'' his service to the scientific community continues; he presently teaches and mentors undergraduate and graduate students at Drew University. He is continually promoting parasitology locally, regionally, nationally, and internationally. Anyone hearing one of his presentations or lectures on any subject understands that Bill is the quintessential gifted speaker and ambassador.
Of special interest is his service to millions of people in Africa, Central and South America, and Yemen who are affected by ''river blindness,'' a disease caused by the filaria Onchocerca volvulus, which is transmitted by the bite of a black fly. He spearheaded the decision of Merck & Company to distribute Ivermectin, branded as Mectizan, for free to millions of persons in endemic areas of the world.
I have been fortunate to collaborate with Bill on one of his many favorite topics, Antarctic exploration. Together, as a continuation of his 1987 presidential address, we put faces and personalities on many of the participants in the last and fatal Scott Expedition of [1910] [1911] [1912] [1913] , that had new species of worms named after them. Other ASP members, such as Bob Grieve, have been stimulated by Bill's polar studies. Bob was intrigued with the possibility that Scott and his companions died because they did not make full use of the dogs they took, perhaps because the dogs were sick and dying from heartworm.
Bill's life stretches well beyond parasitology and the Society, but he frequently drags parasites into some of these ventures such as poetry, exemplified by ''Vectorial notes of a restoration poet'' in Parasitology Today and his poems read during the 2008 ASP Students Symposium; drama, exemplified by the thespian Bill stealing every scene in which he played the ''Old Actor'' in a New Jersey Public Theatre production of The Fantasticks; and painting, exemplified by the several tapeworm trophies donated to the ASP auction that have recently attracted record bids.
With his wife of 46 years, Mary Mastin Campbell of New Jersey, beside him, we enthusiastically honor William Campbell with the 2008 Distinguished Service Award for his outstanding contributions to the Society and to the Parasitology Community in general.
Congratulations, Bill!
